3. God’s presence turns

Gen 28:16-17; Ps 25:11

God Shows Up

Stop waiting for Sunday to sense God...

4. God’s promise calls for

Gen 28:18-21; 1 Kings 8:27; 1 Cor 6:19-20

“Bethel”

When God opens heaven...

Heaven’s Open Pastor Chico Goff
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What just happened?
Gen 28:1-9

1. God
Gen 28:10-11; 3:8-9;

e God pursues us even when

e QGrace begins not at

e We are never too far gone

When life feels like exile...

2. God opens heaven
Gen 28:12; John 1:43-51; Gen 11:4

Is it really Jacob’s ladder?

Stop climbing ladders of...
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Coming Together

e What were the circumstances that resulted in you leaving home
for the first time? What were some of your emotions during that
time?

e What is it about a crisis that causes some people to seek God
and others to run from Him? What has been your experience of
God in crisis moments?

Growing in Our Understanding

1.

Read Genesis 28:10-12. What does Jacob’s situation reveal about
his heart and relationship with God at this point?

Read John 1:43-51. How do these verses contribute to our
understanding of the symbolism behind the ladder in Jacob’s
dream?

Read Genesis 28:13-15. How does God describe Himself? What
promises stand out to you and why?

How do Jacob’s perception and actions change once he awakens
from his dream? (see Genesis 28:16-19).

. What does Jacob vow in Genesis 28:20-22? Why do you think he

responds this way?

Unwrapping and Applying God’s Principles

1.

Jacob’s desert became Bethel, “the house of God.” How can you
invite God’s presence into your ordinary spaces—home, work, or
relationships—this week?

The ladder demonstrates that because of grace, God came down
first. How does this change the way you think about spiritual
performance, prayer, or even forgiving others?

The ladder reminds us that God is always at work between heaven
and earth. Where do you see signs of His quiet activity in your life
or community right now?

In Genesis 28:18, Jacob set up a stone to remember God’s promise.
What’s one way you could mark or memorialize God’s faithfulness,
so you don’t forget what He’s done?

Deepening Our Hearts for God

1.

Read Genesis 3:1-9. How does knowing that God pursues us (Gen.
3:9), even when we fail (Gen. 3:6-7), influence how we characterize
God?

Read Hebrews 13:5-6 and Genesis 28:15. In what areas of your life
do you need to rest in the simple truth that God is with you
wherever you go?

Looking Ahead
Read Genesis 29-30. What are some of the “dos” and “don’ts” of life in
this passage?



