3. God can

Gen 30:1-24; 50:20; Eccl 3:11

e Your family drama and brokenness...

e (God is in the business of...

4. God writes

Gen 30:25-43, 31; 1 Thes 5:24

God does some of his deepest work in...

God Can Lead You Through the Mess Pastor Chico Goff

Book of Genesis #25 / Genesis 29-31 November 23, 2025

Background
Gen 27-28

1. God is at work even when
Gen 28:16; 29:15-30; Rom 8:28-30; 2 Cor 5:7

When life goes off script, remember...

“Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.”
Genesis 28:16

2. God sees
Gen 29:31; Ps 34:18; 1 Sam 16:7

Reuben - “the Lord has seen my affliction”
Gen 29:32

Simeon - “the Lord heard that I am hated”
Gen 29:33

Levi - “Surely this time my husband will feel affection to me”
Gen 29:34

Judah — “This time I will praise the Lord”
Gen 29:35
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Coming Together

e Ever had any family drama over the holidays that you look back
and laugh at now? Care to share what happened?

e Take a moment to think of three reasons people would give for
not living up to their full potential. Now go around the group
and share them. When it’s your turn, only share the one that has
not been mentioned.

Growing in Our Understanding

1.

Read Genesis 29:1-20. What are some of the significant events that
happen when Jacob arrives in Haran and begins working for Laban?

How does Laban deceive Jacob, and what are some of the
consequences for the family? See Genesis 29:21-30.

Read Genesis 30:25-43. What agreement do Jacob and Laban make
regarding Jacob’s wages, and how does God bless Jacob’s work?

What causes Jacob to want to leave Laban, and how does God
speak to him during this transition? See Genesis 31:1-16

What happens when Laban pursues Jacob, and how is the conflict
resolved? See Genesis 31:22-55.

Unwrapping and Applying God’s Principles

1. In Biblical text, Leah longed for love, Rachel longed for
significance. When making big decisions, is it your habit to use
your head or your heart more? How do we know when to lean more
towards logic or emotions in our decision-making?

2. Is there a part of your story that feels “too messy” for God to use?
How does this text encourage you to change your perspective on
this?

3. In Genesis 31:3, God told Jacob to “Return home.” Are there areas
of your life where God may be nudging you toward a change, a step
of courage, or a new direction?

How can the group be praying for you in these courageous
changes?

Deepening Our Hearts for God

1. In the story of Jacob and his family in Genesis 29-31, what do we
learn about God and his heart for the unloved and the overlooked?

2. Looking at Genesis 29-31, what encourages you about the way God
works through messy, imperfect, and complicated seasons of life?
How does Psalm 34:17-18 also help inform your hopes?

Looking Ahead
As we begin the process of turning our hearts toward Christmas, read
Luke 2:25-35. What does the Story of Simeon teach about Christmas?



