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PCC EXISTS

TO INSPIRE EVERY 

GENERATION

TO LOVE GOD

with all that they are,

TO ENTER COMMUNITY

with those we live near,

TO FULFILL THEIR PURPOSE

as God has shaped us for,

and TO ENJOY CREATION

as a way to draw others 

to Him.?
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LEAVING A LEGACY OF COMPASSION AS 
HIS HANDS, HIS FEET, AND HIS HEART 

As Jennie and I 
enter our fourth 
winter in Plain, 
we are so 
grateful to be a 
part of this 
church family. 
After my first 
Zoom interview 
back in 2021, 
Jennie asked me, 
?How did it go??  I 

remember sharing with her, ?These are good 
people. I think would enjoy serving alongside 
them.? Little did I know how true those words 
would be. 

This past year has been a busy year for the 
Goff family. We had our first grandchild 
graduate high school, celebrated a daughter 
getting married, and, with your patience and 
Jennie?s support, I reached the halfway point 
of my doctoral program in servant leadership. 
We also celebrated Thanksgiving with family 

and friends in our new house. 

I cannot even begin to share with you how 
blessed we are by the hands of the PCC family 
who touched our home. Our realtor helped us 
get the land in a challenging market. When no 
bank would lend us money to build (long 
story!), people in the church and community 
allowed us to use their lines of credit so our 
builder could create a beautiful home on a 
shoestring budget we had to work with. 
Halfway through, you came and blessed our 
house. Your written prayers, words of wisdom, 
and unique gifts are a part of the walls that 
hold up our home. Your hands built our 
house? literally. You stained the wood, dug the 
driveway, wired it for electricity, installed the 
roof and ceiling, painted the inside, cut the tile, 
and then 
helped us 
move in a 
day before 
the snow 
came! We 
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have never felt more loved. Your generosity 
towards our family was overwhelming. In 
2024, you choose to be the hands, feet, and 
heart of Jesus towards our family, and we 
thank God because of you! 

Your inspiring example this past year caused 
me to press in on this question: God, what 
could you do through our church if our little 
chapel in the pines refused to be distracted from 
our mission to be your hands and your feet, and 
act with your heart in this valley of ours? If you 
remember from our sermon series this past 
year, Nehemiah was committed to the mission 
God gave him. When presented with a 
diversion, Nehemiah responded, ?? I am doing 
great work? (Neh 6:3). We read about the 
legacy of Nehemiah's leadership and sacrifice 
because he remained focused and committed 
to his mission of rebuilding the walls around 
Jerusalem. 

Our mission statement includes these words: 
?Inspire every generation to love God.? It is a 
mission we must stay focused on in 2025. We 
believe part of our mission this year is to 
rebuild The Pantry. It is not our oldest 
building, but it does need the most love and is 
critical to what God has called us to do. Since 
January 2009, dozens of people have been 
blessed every week, and thousands upon 
thousands of pounds of food have been given 
to our neighbors because of your sacrifices 
and service. God calls us to continue this 
legacy of compassion in our valley by 
rebuilding The Pantry. The trailer God has 
used to give food to so many does not have 
many winters left. So, this year, we will launch 
a giving campaign to rebuild the epicenter of 
our compassion efforts. Teams are already 
being formed. Designs are being finalized. This 
project will ensure our mission to inspire every 
generation to fall more deeply in love with 
God can continue for years to come. Can I 

invite you to pray about your role in planting 
this legacy of compassion? How will you be His 
hands, His feet, and His heart? 

I cannot wait to see how God uses the people 
of Plain Community Church in our community 
in 2025! Thank you for allowing Jennie and I to 
live among you and serve alongside you. You 
are such an inspiring story of compassion and 
a blessing to our family. 

Let us stay committed to our mission of 
inspiring people to fall in love with God by 
leaving a legacy of compassion as His hands, 
feet, and heart in our valley! 

 Pastor Chico
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CHANGED LIVES THROUGH HIM
In 2024 Plain Community Church supported 16 missionaries representing 11 organizations 
working in 10 different countries around the world! Here are six stories of lives that have been 
changed through our support.

MISSIONS COMMISSION, BY SARAH STRICKLAND

Svit lana, a wom an in Kram at orsk , 

Ukraine, as war has come to her area, in 

her words:  ?I often remember the people 

who told me something that stuck with 

me. God loves you. I didn?t pay much 

attention at that time, but now after all 

the stress and challenges we?ve faced 

since the war started, these words are 

very meaningful to me. Lying in bed one 

night, I started thinking about everything 

that had happened in the past year, and 

remembering those words, I started 

crying like never before in my life. I then 

felt incredible peace and warmth that I 

can?t even describe. I know that God filled 

my heart with his presence.?

Nzabir inda, t he m an who runs t h ings in 
Minem bwe when I am not there, was at an all 
time low at the beginning of 2024. The 
pressures of Minembwe and the personal 
attacks he continuously encountered were 
putting him over the edge. He was carried off 
and beaten in 2023 and again in January 2024. 
He was seriously falling apart emotionally and 
mentally. The only answer was the Word of 
God. So we started reading the Bible together 
every morning before starting any work and 
also every evening when work finished. Even 
when I am not there, he and his assistant read 
and send the verses they've read via WhatsApp 
or I send via WhatsApp. The change is 
remarkable ?  in his voice, in his reaction to 
events and his ability to think more clearly in 
crisis.

?The trip was all I was hoping for and more. I can?t thank you enough for the extremely hard work to make venues for dads and kids to get quality time together. A highlight for me was being with other dads who were vulnerable and open about their relationships with their sons and their faith in God. My son has repeatedly said this was the best father/son trip he has ever been on. Thank you for your thoughtfulness, your prayer covering, and the delivery of a once-in-a-lifetime trip with my son.? - Br ian (fat her )

The translators learned to internalize a 

part of the Abraham stories. They 

discussed this in small groups, asked 

questions about the meaning of words, 

about God's intention and then learned to 

present the text in front of their small 

group and finally in front of all students. It 

was a great joy to see how the Word of God 

spoke to them and how what we thought 

to be a simple exercise became a powerful 

tool of God to speak into their lives.

We were evangelizing on the street in Ethiopia, and some local pastors and 
I came upon a few young men. After the pastor had done some preaching, I 
had the impression that one man's leg was in pain. We asked him, and he 
confirmed it. We then prayed for him, and the pain went away! He soon 
after decided to believe in Jesus! It happened so fast I didn't really know 
what was going on, as it was in the local language. So cool!

Sixt h St ory can be found on page 43



MISSION COMMISSION CONTINUED

Jimmy*  and his family were 
the new renters that moved 
into our community 7 years 
ago. His dad died of suicide a 
year before they arrived in the 
area. When they moved in, his 
mom had a boyfriend living 
with them. Jimmy was a sweet 
kid, really personable. 
However, the home 
environment was not stable, 
and there was a fair bit of 
dysfunction. Jimmy was 
beginning to get in more 
trouble at school and in the 
area. Multiple in home 
disputes prompted law 
enforcement visits. Many 
times we prayed how best to 
love the family. We tried to get 
them connected with Youth 
Dynamics (YD) events in our 
area.

The family eventually moved 
to Wenatchee where other YD 
staff work. Some of Jimmy?s 
decisions led to his 
engagement with the juvenile 
justice system. Our local YD 
staff, Chris and Casey, 
continued to pursue him. His 
relationship with YD has been 
on and off, doing a few 
adventure trips here and 
there. In 2021 he did a 7-day 
Inflatable Kayak Owyhee River 
trip, 3 years ago with YD Staff, 
Chris, in partnership with 
another ministry, Family 
Lines. Jimmy is 18 now, 
working, but still in contact 
with our staff.

This summer he went on 
another multi-day river trip 

with YD, the Salmon River, 
guided by staff from 
Stonewater. Initially, at the 
put-in he was pumped to go. 
After the first night, though, 
he didn?t want to go. With few 
options, he was encouraged 
to continue on the trip, and 
he did. He often challenged 
boundaries and at times had 
a difficult attitude.

His trip takeaway, though, 
ended with gratitude. In the 
end, the collective thoughts of 
the guys on the trip was this, 
?When we so often feel out of 
place and like outcasts in the 
midst of everyone else we 
didn't feel that this week from 
them [Stonewater staff]. They 
made us feel included and 
seen. Most of us haven't felt 
that in awhile." In September, 
Jimmy went to church with 
Chris, his Youth Dynamics 
staff, for the first time. Wow, 
what a step!! 

This summer there were 82 
re-dedications and 14 first 
time DECISIONS for Jesus on 
adventure trips. And while 
Jimmy didn?t make that 
decision yet, we?re grateful for 
the opportunities we have to 
be with him and others so we 
can invite and challenge him 
to a lifelong adventure with 
Christ and His Church.

THE VISION OF 
THE PCC 
MISSIONS 
COMMISSION

To PARTNER 
with the 
missionaries and 
ministries 
supported through 
PCC in advancing 
God?s Kingdom;

To ENGAGE 
the congregation 
with these 
missions;

To ENCOURAGE 
each member to 
share Christ?s love 
and the good news 
of the gospel.
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STAGE OF LIFE 
MINISTIRES

This has been a transitional year for the 
Children's Ministry. The Answers Bible 
Curriculum taught for several years in 
Sunday School, concluded in June. Sunday 
School did not resume in the fall of this 
year. Lead volunteers in the nursery and 
Children's Church have changed hands.

Ann MacPherson has overseen the 
nursery and the faithful volunteers 
through the fall. Colleen Campbell has 
taken the oversight of the nursery at this 
time. The nursery has been averaging a 
total of six babies and toddlers each 
Sunday.

Children's Church which meets during the 
church service has continued to grow. 
Attendance for Children's Church can 
range from five to twenty children. 
Susanne Bartz and her team of teachers 
and helpers have provided a wonderful 
ministry while engaging the children with 
the truth of God's love. Susanne has 
moved out of the area and Anne Gilbert 
has taken the lead for Children's Church.

Last summer 's VBS was once again the 
Best Week Ever! Many student and adult 
helpers provided leadership and support 
to facilitate the life giving truths of the 
Bible. We had 96 registered campers for 
an entire week. Our theme this year was 
"Start the Party" and we had one big party 
learning about Jesus. The children raised 
over $1,200 to fully fund our two students 
in Africa for another year. The two 
students are sponsored through Children 
of the Nations. The church and community 
generously came together to serve a 
nightly meal to every family with a student 
in VBS for the entire week.

Please join us as we continue to invest in 
the next generation. This can be 
accomplished through prayer, 
encouraging the children, or investing 
your time with helping in the nursery or 
Children's Church.

Respectfully submitted by Anne Gilbert

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY INSPIRING THE YOUNG
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Student Ministries this past year has seen 
some changes in the leadership, but this has 
not stopped the lord from working in the 
mighty ways he always does. We enjoyed the 
gift of movement this year with lots of fun 
games and some adventures. The Lord also 
showed up in the bible studies & conversation 
time. At the start of 2024 we continued to 
learn about God's character until the end of 
the school year. We also started high school 
hangs as a time for some of the older kids to 
play some fun board games and have some 
internal conversations.

In the summer two students got the chance to 
do a 3 day white water kayak trip on the 
Methow River.

Fall 2024 started off meeting at Plain 
Community Church for Youth Connect and 
High School Hang meeting at families homes. 
We started a series on what it means to live a 
Christian life and have been working through 

the Book of Romans. We have had a couple 
guest teachers which has been very fun to get 
to see the students connect with some new 
faces.

We are going to be continuing our series by 
moving into the Book of James in 2025. We 
have some summer trips we are currently in 
the process of planning. We would love 
continued prayer that the students will be 
open and can see the lord working in their 
lives.

Lien Hagedorn, Student Ministries Director

YOUTH LEARNING TO LOVE GOD
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FILLING A GAPFILLING A GAP
THE ANCHOR GATHERING
We began the Anchor Gathering for women 
last February.The Anchor Gathering was 
founded by Katie Robertson in Gig Harbor, WA 
after she lost her daughter, a college 
freshman, to leukemia. Katie and her 
husband, Ron, had been Young Life 
directors/ leaders earlier in their marriage and 
Katie felt the Lord was leading her to create a 
ministry for women similar to the Young Life 
model, inviting women to a neutral setting. 
Her goal was to share the hope that can only 
be found in Jesus Christ, based on Hebrews 
6:19, ?We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure,? as well as fostering 
friendships. When COVID struck and shut 
down the ?live? in-person option, Katie and her 
board came up with offering the program 
online through YouTube so home watch 
parties could keep meeting.

Initially meeting at Plain Cellars, graciously 
offered to us by Bob and Roxanne Sage, we?ve 
averaged about 30 + women in attendance at 
each monthly gathering. The Anchor ministry 
takes a break for the summer and so we 
started up again in the fall, meeting at 
Mountain Springs Lodge, thanks to Jaimi 

Krenz, since the winery was using their back 
room for wine production. The evening starts 
with appetizers/treats/drinks and a ?happy 
half hour? with several ice breaker questions 
on each table. The Anchor program is then 
shown on a big screen, beginning with a song 
from a Christian artist, an Anchor Moment 
Interview (a brief testimony about a time in life 
when Jesus was your anchor in your storm), 
and then a speaker, sharing a heartfelt 
message of hope. Following the speaker, there 
are discussion questions on each table and we 
spend about half an hour sharing together. It?s 
been a joy to see women of all ages in 
attendance, opening up about the challenges 
and joys of life. Our hope is that women will 
feel free to invite friends and neighbors to the 
Anchor, and share the hope of the gospel.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennie Goff and Gracia Gilbertson
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?Where is there a gap in our church and our 
valley?" This was the question posed by 
Pastor Chico in our study of Nehemiah in the 
fall. What began as a litt le tug on my heart, 
soon blossomed into a step out in faith to 
begin a monthly group for Moms and their 
young children. I contacted several other older 
women who said a resounding YES to become 
part of a Team to begin brainstorming ideas 
for what this gathering might become. While 
we are still in the formation stage of what our 
time together looks like, we are waiting on the 
Holy Spirit to direct us and counting on the 
Moms to let us know what they would like and 
enjoy. For the most part, we are providing a 
place for kids to just play, get used to the 
nursery and the downstairs space, and for 
Moms to make connections with each other.

Besides play time, we are offering a simple 
project that coincides with that month?s 
season, a lovely snack & coffee for the Moms, 
table activities, music & movement for all of 
us, some time to discuss different topics of 
interest to our Moms, and a scriptural 
message, plus time for prayer. We meet the 
first Wednesday of each month from 
9:30-11:00 for ages infant to 4 years old. 
Moms stay with their kids and our team of 4 
leaders interact with all who are present. We 
are hoping that the group will continue to 
grow in the community, especially as the 
weather gets warmer.

It is a privilege for this Team to pray for and 
over these young Moms and to love on their 
children, as we continue to ?fill in the gap?, 
being the arms and feet of Jesus.

Terri Judy, Danica Roberts, Shawna Presley, 
Zelda Holgate and Sandra Thomas

86

MUMS (Meet Up for Moms or Moms Uplifting Moms)

Top to bottom: the first gathering; a shepherd 
(Pastor Chico) reading "The Lame Lamb"; a 
Christmas project



THE PLAIN PANTRY
COMPASSION IN ACTION

TANGIBLE FACTS & STATS FOR 2024

- Volunteer Hours ? ? ? ? ? ? ?    2,100 hrs

- Pounds of Food Given ? ? ? ?   65,729 lbs

- Bags of Groceries Given ? ? ?   3,460 bags

- Clients Served ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  1,504

- Thanksgiving Meals ? ? ? ? ? ?  60

- Christmas Meals ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  70

- Clothing & Household Items ?   a lot!

- Financial Aide Given ? ? ? ? ? ?  $17,056

- Total Financial Donations ? ? ?  $72,126
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Hello Church Family, 

A new year is upon us as we continue to serve 
and provide assistance to our neighbors. We 
may ask, ?Who is my neighbor??, just as Jesus 
asked. Here at The Pantry anyone who walks 
through the door is our neighbor. In that 
moment they walk through the door, we are 
creating a connection point that God has 
orchestrated.

The year of 2024 was a time of blessing and 
transition as Eric and Mari Lynn passed the 
baton of directorship to Caren and me the first 
of July.

Much time was given by those two in helping 
with our new responsibilit ies plus sharing their 
hearts for this ministry with us.

Honestly, my first prayer was, ?Oh God, may 
we not sink this ship that has grown and 
flourished under the leadership of all past 
directors.?

Seven months in and we are still afloat, 
building on the compassionate care of the 
directors and many servant volunteers 
through the years.

We want to acknowledge the blessing of a host 
of energetic, kind, and loyal volunteers who 
week in and week out serve our neighbors. We 
have a wide variety of areas of service for the 

team of volunteers to contribute to. Thank 
you, volunt eers! Many hands and many feet 
contribute to the tangible outreach of He who 
is the heart of what we endeavor here.

Many individuals, community organizations, 
LWFR Fire Department, private foundations, 
AA Meetings, and a local exercise class gave so 
generously to support our efforts. They also 
supported food purchasing, maintenance, new 
shed, our van ministry, van repairs, and fuel, 
the nuts and bolts of operation.

Int o t he Fut ure:
As we move in 2025 again the Pantry will be 
transitioning, changing, and expanding our 
outreach to our community and church body. 
The physical and practical needs gap is ever 
deeper and wide as time marches on, yet the 
spiritual gap is even deeper and wider, but the 
solution is sure, firmly rooted in the light and 
truth of the Gospel. This is our hope that the 
kindness and compassion received here will 
convey and ignite a spark in the soul of our 
clients. We will not fully know this side of 
heaven the impact of compassion sewn and 
planted at the Pantry.

In Closing:
Our goal is to share from the heart an inside 
look, so to speak, of the inner workings of our 
vision. We do not want to minimize in any way 
our church family?s contribution to support 
and believe in our mission. We thank God that 
so many of you have invested in blessing us 
with food, clothing, financial donations, and 
prayer support.

Here at the Pantry, we get to practice, ?It is 
more blessed to give than receive? (Acts 
20:35), because of your giving and those 
outside the walls of our church who also give. 
Certainly, God has provided us with good gifts 
from His hand.

Thank you from the heart, from all of us at the 
Pantry!

Mark & Caren Karnofski
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IMPROVING & MAINTAINING OUR CAMPUS

The Lord has blessed our church body with a lovely 
campus, and we in Building & Grounds, with your help, 
work to keep it in good shape and improving it. We 
stand on the shoulders of those before us whom have 
sacrificed to develop it to where it is today. Because of 
that sacrifice, we can worship in comfort weekly. We 
have three Bible Study Fellowship groups meeting, 
MUMS meetings, knitting get togethers and church 
business is conducted almost every day. Groups use 
Burgess Hall for exercise, 12-step meetings, Children?s 
Church & Sunday School. Our Pantry is used weekly to 
compassionately support the needs of the Upper Valley. 
Our field, sport court and playground is used by the 
community throughout the spring, summer and fall.

This past year we added a clothing sorting shed to the 
Pantry and painted it along with our smaller storage 
sheds. We extended our sprinkler system out to Pine 
Loop road and the Alpine Acres pump house, as well as 
improved reliability enhancements. We purchased a 
Bobcat Skid Steer for snow removal and have replaced 
belts, ac/heating blower, filters and purchased snow 
tires, snow bucket, and fork lift attachments to make it 
as productive as possible. Additionally, a sand spreader 
was donated and modified to work with the Bobcat. 

Let?s not forget the Plain version of the Amish barn 
raising! Over 20 people came out to both set up and 
dismantle the tent so we could worship outdoors. 

We also replaced appliances in the parsonage (washing 
machine), the cottage (cooking stove), and the church 
kitchen (refrigerator & dishwasher). Currently we are 
doing a refresh on the sanctuary bathrooms with new 
paint, lights, and faucets. In all these activities, we try to 
be good stewards of God?s resources.  My thanks to 
Brooks Gilbertson, Ken Schasse, Mike McComas, Chico 
Goff, Bob Lewis and Sam Neuman for donating their 
time, skills, and love to the work!

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS, BY DANA HOLGATE
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Well Done!

In 2024, our PCC family and community members gave over $580,000 to benefit the Kingdom of 
God through PCC and The Plain Pantry. Last year, we increased the General Fund (GF) giving goal 
by 6% from the 2023 amount of $341,339 to the 2024 goal of $361,819.Your generosity exceeded 
our 2024 giving goal to the GF with donations of $383,706, which included a significant one-time 
gift. December 2024, giving to the GF started slowly, but we finished the month with a total 
giving of $49,514! We ended 2024 with $28,240 in the black. Well done!

Our total giving to local and international outreach ministries was $110,076, almost 29% of our 
budgeted spending. Your generosity helps us continue a legacy of being a giving church that 
reaches people in our neighborhoods and beyond. Well done!

Our mini-giving campaign, Every Scoop Counts, raised approximately $25,000 last year for our 
new Bobcat, tires, snow scoop, and other parts. The skid steer is a valuable piece of equipment 
and is running great. Our facility?s caretaker, Sam, is using it to keep our campus beautiful and 
our parking lot clear. Thank you for your generosity. Well done!

The 2025 budget includes a modest 4.75 % increase to the GF, with a goal of $376,000. The 
additional amount will cover increases in staffing hours and operating expenses and a 
cost-of-living increase in our monthly support of our outreach ministry partners. The Board of 
Elders and Church Council recommends a smaller increase than last year because we hope to 
enter a giving campaign in 2025 to provide over and above resources to build a new home of The 
Plain Pantry.

God, we are so grateful for your faithfulness to Plain Community Church and His people's 
generosity. In Jesus name, Amen!

(Please find the Finance Report and Budget on the next page)

FINANCE REPORT & 2025 BUDGET PROPOSAL FINANCE,  BY ZELDA HOLGATE

Aaron Fishburn, the new Executive Director of Tall Timber Camp & Conference Center, and his 
family, members of Plain Community Church were prayed over by the congregation in 
November 2024, as he begins his call to lead Tall Timber into the future. Thank you to the Life 
Groups and individuals who have stepped up to fill the Gaps! 12
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Plain Community Church |  12565 Chapel Dr., Leavenworth WA, 98826 
www.plaincommunitychurch.org |  509763-3621| office@plaincommunitychurch.org

I lift up my eyes to the hills.

    From where does my help come?

My help comes from the Lord,

    who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 121:1-2 (ESV)
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