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Bad things happen:  T / F 
 
 
  
The question everyone wants answered is    WHY  ? 
“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong   
to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this 
law.” Deut 29:29 

 
 
How do we begin to understand the problem of evil?  
Gen 1-2; Mark 10:18 
 

1. Evil is a  real thing 
 
 

2. Evil is a value judgment 
 
 

3. Evil is a lack of good  
 
 

4. Evil is misunderstood because we have a perception of 

who God is and expectations of how He should act.  
 

• “If God is absolutely powerful and ultimately good,  
He would deal with evil.” 

 
• “When He does nothing, God looks frail and lacks  

compassion for hurting people.” 
 

• “God either created evil or allows it.  
I cannot trust a god like this.” 



 

  

What is God doing about evil in the world? 

1. Evil is an  unwelcome intruder  
Gen 1:31 

 
2. Evil entered creation as a result of our choices 

Gen 2:15; Rom 5:12 
  

3. Evil’s presence means we have moral freedom 
 
 

4. God's response to evil includes… 
Rom 13:1-4; Gal 5:16, 19-23; 2 Cor 3:16-18; Rev 21:3-4; Eph 1:7-8 

• God created institutions to combat evil 

• God promises to destroy evil  

• God gives the Holy Spirit to overpower evil 

• God sent Jesus to redeem the consequences  

 
 

How should we respond to evil? 
Rom 8:28-30; 12:21; Ps 23; 2 Thes 3:3; Nahum 1:7 
  

1. Realize God is not the author of evil  
 

2. Realize God's promise to use all things for our good 
 

3. Realize God is a loving father 
  

4. Realize God is faithful and a safe place for us.   


