
Good News Keeps 
Interrupting the Story

Genesis 4

The Gospel in…
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3) When sin multiplies, so does
God’s grace.



Romans 5:20

“God’s law was given so that all 

people could see how sinful they 

were. But as people sinned more 

and more, God’s wonderful grace 

became more abundant.”



Sin starts in the heart.1.  

“4The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, 
5but he did not accept Cain and his gift. 

This made Cain very angry, and he 

looked dejected.”

Genesis 4:4-5



Principle to Remember

God wants my heart 
more than my habits.



Principle to Remember

Worship can drift from 
surrender to 

manipulation.



Sin wants to enslave us.2.  

“6 ‘Why are you so angry?’ the Lord asked Cain. 

“Why do you look so dejected? 7You will be 

accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse 

to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is 

crouching at the door, eager to control you. But 

you must subdue it and be its master.”
Genesis 4:6-7



predatory



I follow



Sin energized fractures 
relationships.

3.  

“Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is 

Abel, your brother?’ He said, ‘I do not 

know; am I my brother’s keeper?’”

Genesis 4:9



Sin Impacts Relationships

Sin turns
a community 
into isolation



Sin turns
image bearers
into wanderers

Sin Impacts Relationships



The Good News appears with 
God’s mark of grace.

4.  

“Then the Lord said to him, ‘Not so! If 

anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be 

taken on him sevenfold.’ And the Lord put 

a mark on Cain, lest any who found him 

should attack him.
Genesis 4:15



Ephesians 1:13-14

“13In him you also, when you heard the word 

of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee 

of our inheritance until we acquire 

possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”



The Gospel in Genesis reminds us,  
we are more sinful than we want 

to admit, and more loved by God 
than we dared to hope.
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