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» Joy is not natural.
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 Joy is not easy. It ,
must be fought for. |

Why was Philippians written?
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TRUTH

Joy is not found in
Loleal clrcumstances,

but rather in a
Christ-centered Life

CONTAGIOUS JOY




Jesus is the foundation
of our Lives.

“IPaul and Timothy, servants of Christ
Jesus, To all the saints 1n Christ Jesus

PHILIPPIANS at Philippi, together with the
overseers and deacons: *Grace and

peace to you from God our Father

. We and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
experience

Joy by _—
recognizing... Philippians 1:1-2




Paul's Example

He starts with 'L@lewt‘étU OVeyr actﬁv’utg



3 And that’s the way it was with us before Christ came.
We were slaves to the spiritual powers of this world.
*But when the right time came, God sent his Son...
?And now that you have found God (or should I say, now that
God has found you), why do you want to go back again and
become slaves once more to the weak and useless spiritual
powers of this world? '° You are trying to find favor with God
by what you do or don’t do on certain days or months or
seasons or years. ' fear for you. I am afraid that all my hard
work for you was worth nothing.”

Galahans 4:3-4, 9-11



Paul's Example

He starts with 'L@lewt‘étU OVeyr aot‘év’utg

 He calls himself a servant, not
", suq:erstar



*We can live as a consumer or
A ServVant



*We can live as a consumer or
A ServVant

*We can choose to build on
clreumstances or Christ



Other people are a divine
resource.

“31 thank my God every time I

PHILIPPIANS remember you. 4In all my prayers
for all of you, I always pray with
j0y...”

We JOY
experience o
_j?y by Philippians 1:3-4

recognizing...



*Paul’s joy was relational,
not clrcumstantial
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 Paul’s joy was relational, not

clreumstantial

- Gratituole fuels the experience
of joy
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Yielding to my mission
gives my life meaning.

“4In all my prayers for all of you, I always
pray with joy °because of your partnership

PHILIPPIANS in the gospel from the first day until now,

being confident of this, that he who began

~ We a good work in you will carry it on to
experience completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Joy by
recognizing...

Philippians 1:4-6



“partnership”

fellowship,
mutual partiaipatiow

CONTAGIOUS JOY
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How did the early church

partner together?

s et together regularly
-prayed together specifically
-participated in ministry sacrificially

s focused on God consistently



Situations develop
character and increase joy.

PHILIPPIANS

We
experience

joy by
recognizing...



7Tt is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have
you 1n my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. °
God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of
Christ Jesus. ?And this is my prayer: that your love may abound
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, !”so that you
may be able to discern what 1s best and may be pure and
blameless until the day of Christ, '!filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ
to the glory and praise of God.”

Philippians 1:7-11




“28 And we know that God causes all things
to work together for good
to those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose.
29For those whom He foreknew,
He also predestined to become conformed to
the image of His Son...”

Romans 3:28-29




