
What	Happens	When	
A	Community	
Meets	Jesus	





Jesus modified 
distorted traditions.

1.  

“1Then some Pharisees and teachers 
of the law came to Jesus from 
Jerusalem and asked, 2‘Why do your 
disciples break the tradition of the 
elders? They don’t wash their hands 
before they eat!’”

Matthew 15:1-2



Traditions are an essential 
part of culture, but they are a 

poor substitute 
for worship/obedience, 

so they must be constantly 
reevaluated.



Ezekiel 36:26-27

“26And I will give you a new heart with new and 
right desires, and I will put a new spirit in you. 
I will take out your stony heart of sin and give 
you a new, obedient heart. 27And I will put my 
Spirit in you so you will obey my laws and do 

whatever I command.” 



Jesus encourages 
majoring on the majors.

2.  

“10 Jesus called the crowd to him and 
said, “Listen and understand. 11What 
goes into a man’s mouth does not 
make him ‘unclean,’ but what comes 
out of his mouth, that is what makes 
him ‘unclean.’” 

Matthew 15:10-11



superficial 
stuff



people’s 
hearts



Jesus ministers to the 
overlooked people.

3.  

“Leaving that place, Jesus 
withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon.’” 

Matthew 15:21



• race

• gender

• economics

• prejudice



grace / mercy



Exodus 34:6-7

“6 The LORD passed in front of Moses and said, “I 
am the LORD. The LORD is a God who shows 
mercy, who is kind, who doesn’t become angry 

quickly, who has great love and faithfulness 7and is 
kind to thousands of people. The LORD forgives 

people for evil, for sin, and for turning against him, 
but he does not forget to punish guilty people….” 



Jesus was moved 
with compassion.

4.  

“Jesus…said, ‘I have compassion 
for these people….’”

Matthew 15:32



Matthew 9:35-38

“35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and sickness. 36When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then 

he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 

send out workers into his harvest field.’”


