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Discover Joy through 

Obedience



Backdrop to the Story

• Jesus is our greatest example of 
obedience that leads to joy



Backdrop to the Story

• Jesus is our greatest example of 
obedience that leads to joy

• My obedience does not earn me 
salvation



“8For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith, and this is not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God, 9not by works, 

so that no one can boast. 
10For we are God’s handiwork, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Ephesians 2:8-10



How do I 
discover joy 

through 
obedience? 

“12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have 

always obeyed—not only in my presence, but 

now much more in my absence—continue to 

work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to 

will and to act in order to fulfill his good 

purpose. ”
Philippians 2:12-13

Joy comes when I 
obey God personally. 

1.



reverence 
for God

Obedience involves… 



cooperation 
with God

Obedience involves… 



“1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is true 

worship. 2Do not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is his good, pleasing, and perfect will.”

Romans 12:1-2



the power 
of God

Obedience involves… 



How do I 
discover joy 

through 
obedience? 

“12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have 

always obeyed—not only in my presence, but 

now much more in my absence—continue to 

work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to 

will and to act in order to fulfill his good 

purpose. ”
Philippians 2:12-13

Joy comes when I obey God 
with the right attitude. 

2.



TRUTH

Obedience is not just about 
our actions. 

It is also our attitudes.



How do I 
discover joy 

through 
obedience? 

“17But even if I am being poured out like a 

drink offering on the sacrifice and 

service coming from your faith, I am 

glad and rejoice with all of you. 18So you 

too should be glad and rejoice with me.”

Philippians 2:17-18

Joy comes when I 
obey God sacrificially. 

3.



costs

Obedience always… 



“1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 

us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 
2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 

faith. For the joy set before him, he endured the 

cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God.”

Hebrews 12:1-2



costs more

Disobedience always… 



How do I 
discover joy 

through 
obedience? 

Joy comes when I obey God 
faithfully in service. 

4.

Two Examples

• Timothy

• Epaphroditus



Two Examples

• Timothy – obedient in character



Two Examples

• Timothy – obedient in character

• Epaphroditus – obedient sacrifice
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