
Galatians 4:1-
18

We Are NOT in Elementary 
School Anymore



Key Verse

Galatians 1:23

“They only heard the report: 
‘The man who formerly persecuted us 

is now preaching the faith 
he once tried to destroy.’”



Key Verse

Galatians 2:20-21

“20I have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. 21I do not set aside the grace of 
God, for if righteousness could be gained through 

the law, Christ died for nothing!”



Key Verse

Galatians 3:1, 13-14

“1You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you…? 
13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is 
everyone who is hung on a pole.’14 He redeemed us in 

order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit.”



Key Verse

Galatians 4:9

“But now that you know God 
or rather are known by God

how is it that you are turning back 
to those weak and miserable forces? 

Do you wish to be enslaved 
by them all over again?”



Three Reasons 
NOT to Turn 

Back

The old way enslaves us.1.

“What I am saying is that as long as 
heirs are underage they are no 
different from slaves, although they 
own the whole estate.” 

Galatians 4:1



Three Reasons 
NOT to Turn 

Back

The new way 
means we are family.

2.

“6And because we are his children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, prompting us to call out, 
‘Abba, Father.’ 7 Now you are no 
longer a slave but God’s own child. 
And since you are his child, God has 
made you his heir.” 

Galatians 4:6-7



Three Reasons 
NOT to Turn 

Back

The new way comes with 
a power source.

3.

“1So now there is no condemnation for 
those who belong to Christ Jesus. 
2And because you belong to him, the 
power of the life-giving Spirit has 
freed you from the power of sin that 
leads to death.” 

Romans 8:1-2



Paul’s Point
We should not require external rules to 
mandate what to do because we now have 
an internal relationship to guide us and 

empower us in how to live. 


