
Starting and Stumbling 
in Our Faith

Genesis 12:10-20



“1 Faith shows the reality of what we hope 

for; it is the evidence of things we cannot 

see…. 6And it is impossible to please God 

without faith. Anyone who wants to come to 

him must believe that God exists and that he 

rewards those who sincerely seek him…..” 

Hebrews 11:1, 6, 8-12



“8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called 

him to leave home and go to another land that God 

would give him as his inheritance. He went without 

knowing where he was going. 9And even when he 

reached the land God promised him, he lived there by 

faith—for he was like a foreigner, living in tents. And so 

did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same promise.” 

Hebrews 11:1, 6, 8-12



“10 Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city with 

eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God. 11It 

was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, 

though she was barren and was too old. She believed that 

God would keep his promise. 12And so a whole nation came 

from this one man who was as good as dead—a nation with 

so many people that, like the stars in the sky and the sand 

on the seashore, there is no way to count them.” 

Hebrews 11:1, 6, 8-12



Faith is…

believing in God 
to the point of action



Circumstances will 
put our faith

to the test



“2Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of 

any kind come your way, consider it an 

opportunity for great joy. 3For you know that 

when your faith is tested, your endurance has a 

chance to grow. 4So let it grow, for when your 

endurance is fully developed, you will be 

perfect and complete, needing nothing.” 

James 1:2-4



Trust God in uncertain 
circumstances. 

1.  

“At that time a severe famine struck the 

land of Canaan, forcing Abram to go down 

to Egypt, where he lived as a foreigner.”

Genesis 12:10



fix it ourselves



Trust God when I am afraid. 2.  

“11 As he was approaching the border of Egypt, 

Abram said to his wife, Sarai, ‘Look, you are a very 

beautiful woman. 12 When the Egyptians see you, 

they will say, ‘This is his wife. Let’s kill him; then 

we can have her!’ 13So please tell them you are my 

sister. Then they will spare my life and treat me well 

because of their interest in you.”
Genesis 12:11-13



justify our 
next steps



Trust God with the outcomes. 3.  

“14 And sure enough, when Abram arrived in Egypt, 

everyone noticed Sarai’s beauty. 15 When the palace 

officials saw her, they sang her praises to Pharaoh, their 

king, and Sarai was taken into his palace. 16Then Pharaoh 

gave Abram many gifts because of her—sheep, goats, 

cattle, male and female donkeys, male and female servants, 

and camels. ”
Genesis 12:14-16



redefine success by 
my experience, 

not my obedience



Trust God to rescue & restore. 4.  

“17But the Lord sent terrible plagues upon 

Pharaoh and his household because of Sarai, 

Abram’s wife. 18So Pharaoh summoned 

Abram and accused him sharply. “What 

have you done to me?” 

Genesis 12:17-18



not be patient 
and wait for God



Characteristics of God’s Call

• His call is volitional 
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