
Downfalls of a D.I.Y. Faith
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“It was faith that made Abraham able to 

become a father, even though he was too old 

and Sarah herself could not have children. 

He trusted God to keep his promise.”

Hebrews 11:11
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D.Y.I faith is a short-cut. 1.  

“1Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 

children. But she had an Egyptian servant named 

Hagar; 2so she said to Abram, ‘The Lord has kept 

me from having children. Go, sleep with my 

servant; perhaps I can build a family through her.’ 

Abram agreed to what Sarai said.” 

Genesis 16:1-2



listening to?



D.Y.I faith is short-sighted. 2.  

“4He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she 

knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her 

mistress. 5Then Sarai said to Abram, ‘You are 

responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my 

servant in your arms, and now that she knows she 

is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge 

between you and me.’”  

Genesis 16:4-5



impacting 

others?



D.Y.I faith is short-term. 3.  
“6 ‘Your servant is in your hands,’ Abram said. 

‘Do with her whatever you think best.’ Then Sarai 

mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 7The angel of 

the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it 

was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 8And he 

said, ‘Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come 

from, and where are you going?’ ‘I’m running away 

from my mistress Sarai,’ she answered.” 

Genesis 16:6-8



“The son of the slave wife was born in a 

human attempt to bring about the fulfillment 

of God’s promise. But the son of the 

freeborn wife was born as God’s own 

fulfillment of his promise.”

Galatians 4:23



looking to help?



D.Y.I faith is short-changed. 4.  
“6 ‘Your servant is in your hands,’ Abram said. 

‘Do with her whatever you think best.’ Then Sarai 

mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 7The angel of 

the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it 

was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 8And he 

said, ‘Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come 

from, and where are you going?’ ‘I’m running away 

from my mistress Sarai,’ she answered.” 

Genesis 16:6-8



God’s promises?



“God isn’t really being slow about his 

promised return, even though it sometimes 

seems that way. But he is waiting, for the 

good reason that he is not willing that any 

should perish, and he is giving more time 

for sinners to repent.”

2 Peter 3:9



“Today, you see, I am going the way of all 

the earth. Acknowledge with all your heart 

and soul that of all the promises made to 

you by Yahweh your God, 

not one has failed: 

all have been fulfilled, not one has failed.”

Joshua 23:14
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