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1. Recognize mY doubts.

“'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the
Lord appeared to him.... I”Abraham fell
facedown; he laughed and said to himself, ‘Will a
son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will
Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?”

Genesis 17:1, 17



ORI clerstanding

doubt # unbelief
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“It was faith that made Abraham able to
become a father, even though he was too old
and Sarah herself could not have children.
He trusted God to keep his promise.”




“I8 A gainst all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so
became the father of many nations, just as 1t had been said
to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.” 1Without weakening in
his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as
dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that
Sarah’s womb was also dead. 2’Yet he did not waver
through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was
strengthened 1n his faith and gave glory to God.”
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2. Realize my submission.

“'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord
appeared to him and said, ‘I am God Almighty; walk
before me faithfully and be blameless’....3Abram fell
facedown....3On that very day Abraham took his
son Ishmael and all those born 1n his household or
bought with his money, every male in his household,
and circumcised them, as God told him.”

Genesis 17:1, 3, 23
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3. Reprise My focus.

“l When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD
appeared to him and said, ‘I am El-Shaddai—‘God
Almighty.” Serve me faithfully and live a blameless
life. 2 I will make a covenant with you, by which I
will guarantee to give you countless descendants.’
3At this, Abram fell face down on the ground. Then
God said to him, # “This is my covenant with you: I

will make you the father of a multitude of nations!”
Genesis 17:1-4
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“When you came to Christ, you were
‘circumcised,’ but not by a physical procedure.
Christ performed a spiritual circumcision,

the cutting away of your sinful nature.”




“I7Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation: '° that God was reconciling the
world to himself 1n Christ, not counting people’s sins against
them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Chrlst S behalf Be reconcﬂed to God ”
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