
Heaven’s Open

Genesis 28



God find us in our failures.1.  

“10Jacob left Beersheba and went toward 

Haran. 11And he came to a certain place and 

stayed there that night, because the sun had 

set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he 

put it under his head and lay down in that 

place to sleep.”
Genesis 28:10-11 



We have made 
a mess



Genesis 3:8-9

“8And they heard the sound of the Lord God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 

the man and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 

garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and 

said to him, ‘Where are you?’”



at the altar, but in 
the wilderness



For God 
to meet us



remember that God specializes 
in finding fugitives



God opens heaven 
to reveal his grace.

2.  

“And he dreamed, and behold, there was a 

ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 

reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of 

God were ascending and descending on it!”

Genesis 28:12 



John 1:50-51

“50Jesus answered him, ‘Because I said to you, ‘I 

saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You 

will see greater things than these.’ 51 And he said 

to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see 

heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending 

and descending on the Son of Man.’” 



God’s presence turns every 
place into holy ground.

3.  

“16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 

‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not 

know it.’ 17And he was afraid and said, ‘How 

awesome is this place! This is none other than the 

house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’”

Genesis 28:16-17 



God shows up…

• In the ordinary



God shows up…

• In the ordinary

• fear needs to turn to faith



God shows up…

• In the ordinary

• fear needs to turn to faith

• Worship starts when we 
stop running



Invite Him to 
the Middle of Monday



God’s promise calls for 
my response.

4.  

“18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone 

that he had put under his head and set it up for a 

pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19He called 

the name of that place Bethel.”

Genesis 28:18-19 



Let it change you
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