
A Holy Wrestling Match

Genesis 32



I have to meet God 
by myself.

1.  

“23He took them and sent them across the 

stream, and everything else that he had. 24And 

Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with 

him until the breaking of the day.”

Genesis 32:23-24



We are alone



invitation



I have to meet God in my 
weakness.

2.  

“24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled 

with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the 

man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 

touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out 

of joint as he wrestled with him.”
Genesis 32:24-25



Our 
dependence



God’s grace



There is a difference 
between…

Knowing about God, 
and knowing God. 



I have to cling to God so he 
can change me.

3.  

“25When the man saw that he did not prevail against 

Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip 

was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 
26Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day has broken.’ 

But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go unless you 

bless me.’”
Genesis 32:24-25



to control people, 
outcomes, and 

God



Romans 12:1-2

“1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view 

of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is true 

worship. 2Do not conform to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”



the means 
to the dream, 
He is the prize
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