
Leadership Obstacles

Genesis 37



God develops character
in the tension between
calling and conflict.



Favor creates friction.1.  
“3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other 

of his sons, because he was the son of his old 

age. And he made him a robe of many colors. 
4But when his brothers saw that their father 

loved him more than all his brothers, they 

hated him and could not speak peacefully to 

him.”
Genesis 37:3-4
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• Favor requires endurance because it 
comes with misunderstandings

• Favor exposes insecurity in others.

• Favor works best when accompanied 
by humility. 



Dreams provoke opposition.2.  

“10But when he told it to his father and to his 

brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, 

‘What is this dream that you have dreamed? 

Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed 

come to bow ourselves to the ground before 

you?’ 11And his brothers were jealous of him, but 

his father kept the saying in mind.”
Genesis 37:10-11
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• A God-given dream 
attracts God-opposed resistance. 

• Sometimes the cream requires 
maturity to grow.

• Dreams are 
fragile in the early stages. 



Calling will be tested.3.  

“18They saw him from afar, and before he 

came near to them they conspired against 

him to kill him. 19They said to one 

another, ‘Here comes this dreamer. 
20Come now, let us kill him and throw 

him into one of the pits.’”
Genesis 37:18-20
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Leadership Lessons

• Rejection tests 
where my identity is anchored. 

• Rejection reveals whether I serve
for recognition or from conviction.



Pits reshape the character the 
doesn’t come with comfort.

4.  

“27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites….And 

his brothers listened to him. 28Then Midianite 

traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and 

lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the 

Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They 

took Joseph to Egypt.’”
Genesis 37:27-28
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