
When Dreams are Delayed

Genesis 40-41



God’s dreams are
 often tested



God’s dreams 
will always

 require our faith



believing in God 
to the point of 

action



Hebrews 11:1, 6

“1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 

and certain of what we do not see….
6And without faith it is impossible to please 

God, because anyone who comes to Him 

must believe that he exists and that 

He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 



When God delays the 
dream, He is still

 developing the dreamer



By serving faithfully 
where I am.

1.  

“1Some time later, the cupbearer and the 

baker of the king of Egypt offended their 

master, the king of Egypt….8We both had 

dreams….” 
Genesis 40:1, 8



Do not let your
 disappointment 

stop your faithfulness



God prepares 
you in private 

before he promotes 
you in public



If you cannot serve 
in the  “prison”

You are not ready 
for the “palace”



By stepping forward with
wisdom and humility.

2.  

“8Do not interpretations belong to God?” 

“16It is beyond my power to do this, but God 

can tell you what it means and set you at 

ease.”
Genesis 40:8; 41:16



God’s way…
• Taking God honoring 

risks/next steps.



God’s way…
• Taking God honoring 

risks/next steps.

• Deepening on God, 
not myself.



God’s way…

• Giving God the credit.



By trusting in God’s timing.3.  

“Joseph was thirty years old when he 

entered the service of Pharaoh king of 

Egypt. And Joseph went out from 

Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout 

Egypt.”  
Genesis 41:46



Perseverance



God’s delays are 
not denials



The waiting season is
the shaping season



By honoring God in the 
breakthrough.

4.  

Genesis 41:16, 25, 28, 32, 28-39, 51-52



Honoring God

“Manasseh” means God has caused 
me to forget my hardships.



Honoring God

“Manasseh” means God has caused 
me to forget my hardships.

“Ephraim” means God has caused 

me to be fruitful.
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